
 
15 July 2026 
 

Senator Jana Stewart, 
Chair, Legal and Constitutional Affairs Legislation Committee 
Senate Legal and Constitutional Affairs Committee 
PO Box 6100 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 
 
 

 
Dear Chair, 
 

I am writing to you to contribute to the Legal and Constitutional Affairs Legislation Committee’s 
inquiry into the Administrative and Judicial Review Legislation Amendment Bill 2026. 
 
The legislation seeks to amend the Administrative Review Tribunal Act 2024 and the Migration 
Act 1958 to expand tribunal powers, amend tribunal processes, address administrative delays, 
and assist with the management of caseload surges and backlogs, particularly in migration 
matters. 
 
While the Asylum Seekers Centre supports efforts to address backlogs in Australia’s system of 
seeking asylum with timely and fair processing of protection claims, we are concerned that the 
proposed amendments will undermine the effectiveness and integrity of the merits review 
system. The amendments risk creating additional burdens for applicants, contributing to delays 
as well as weakening transparency and the accountability of decisions. 
 
These concerns are significant in relation to the proposed use of oral decisions, the expansion 
of registrar powers to dismiss applications and automatic dismissal for non-compliance with 
identity verification requirements. These measures risk weakening procedural safeguards for 
protection visa applicants and Australia’s broader protection system. 
 
The Asylum Seekers Centre recommends that the Committee reject the amendments set out in 
this legislation to protect the integrity of the merits review system and Australia’s broader 
system of seeking asylum. We believe that alternatives including greater resourcing, which 
improve system efficiency and reduce the Tribunal backlog, would be a better solution and 
would strengthen and maintain fair access to Australia’s protection system. 
 
Thank you for your consideration.  
 
Yours faithfully, 

 



 
Elijah Buol OAM 
Chief Executive Officer 
Asylum Seekers Centre 

 


